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Partner of

Chapman Partnership’s Womenade was host 
to the 4th Annual Take a Walk in Her Shoes  
fashion show and luncheon May 17 at the  
Intercontinental Hotel in Miami. Models strode 
the runway in vintage clothing to the theme “Deco  
Riviera” before a full house. 

Nearly 500 guests enjoyed a fabulous fashion 
show and silent auction while helping Chapman  
Partnership raise awareness of the plight of  
homeless women and children in Miami-Dade 
County, such as guest speaker Marlon Cortez. 

Also at the event, Chapman Partnership  
honored 10 women for outstanding philanthropic 
work in the community: Terry Buoniconti, Ana 
Codina Barlick, Lizette Martino Diaz, Jennifer 
Naszradi, Phillis Oeters, Rita Ramirez, Frances 
Aldrich Sevilla-Sacasa, Katy Sorenson, Tara  

Solomon and Boo Zamek. 
Irene Korge, Bronwyn Miller and Migna  

Sanchez-Llorens chaired the event. Shannon 
Hori, CBS-4’s Emmy award-winning news an-
chor, served as the program emcee. Honorary 
chairs and sponsors of the event included Trish 
and Dan Bell and Terry Buoniconti.

The vintage fashion show was produced by  
C. Madeleine’s, directed by Danny Santiago, 
with hair styling and makeup by Rik Rak Salon.  
Boutique.Bar. 

Left to Right: Terry Buoniconti, Ana Codina Barlick, Lizette 
Martino Diaz, Jennifer Naszradi, Tara Solomon, Phillis 
Oeters, Rita Ramirez, Frances Aldrich Sevilla-Sacasa, Katy 
Sorenson and Boo Zamek

Chapman Partnership helps family move  
from living in car to apartment

When Marlon Cortez was a junior in high 
school in 2010, he lived in a car with his family. His 
mother, the sole supporter of the family, had lost 
her job as a housekeeper when she was pregnant 
with her third child. The father left not wanting the 
responsibility. 

A family friend told Marlon’s teacher about his 
family’s situation. Within an hour after a call to the 
Homeless Helpline, the family was picked up and 
taken to Chapman Partnership North. 

The scared family consisting of Marlon, his 
mother, Aura Taylor, brother Cid, who was in  
elementary school, and baby sister Alondra, were 
greeted warmly when they arrived at Chapman  
Partnership. The center’s cleanliness and friendly 
staff members impressed them.  

“We were able to eat three meals a day, do our 
laundry and take the bus to school,” Marlon said 
during his testimonial at the Womenade luncheon 

and fashion show.
Within weeks, Chapman Partnership’s case 

manager and job developer helped Aura and  
Marlon get a temporary job at a flower warehouse. 
Shortly after, their car was stolen along with 
their green cards and identification. Chapman  
Partnership immediately helped them get new 
documentation papers plus new clothes and 
school supplies. The family lived at Chapman 
Partnership for just over six months. 

“At Chapman Partnership we were able to 
gain the courage needed to get back into the 
world. We saved our money and moved into an 
apartment, and I finished high school,” Marlon 
said. He graduated with honors.

Today, Aura and Marlon are working and live 
in their own apartment with Cid and Alondra. 
Once their family is stable, Marlon plans to join 
the military. 

Womenade 
 Fashion Show

MISSION STATEMENT: 
Provide comprehensive services to 
empower our homeless residents to 
become self-sufficient.
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When Chapman Partnership started its  
mission in 1992, there were 8,000 homeless 
living on the streets of Miami-Dade County. 
Two decades later, even while the national 
trend is on the rise, the Miami community cel-
ebrates the decline of homelessness to fewer 
than approximately 850 county-wide. Among 
the most critical factors in making this happen 
is the unparalleled effectiveness of Chapman 
Partnership.  

Our remarkable success – as evidenced 
by our 63 percent success rate in helping our 
residents find employment and placing them 
in permanent or transitional housing – is 
highly dependent on one of the key pillars of  
Chapman Partnership: Our exceptionally com-
mitted VOLUNTEERS.

At our recent annual Volunteer Apprecia-
tion Luncheon, we honored those who give 

their time and resources to helping Chapman 
Partnership provide holistic services to the 
thousands of homeless who come to us each 
year for assistance in becoming independent. 
The nearly 300 attendees at the luncheon  
represented just a fraction of our volunteer 
army of 18,000.  

Many attendees at the luncheon were mem-
bers of local churches and synagogues that 
have been especially loyal since the begin-
ning to Chapman Partnership. We celebrate 
the roles of all our volunteers as they provide 
much needed support in numerous ways, 
such as participating in our popular meal ser-
vice program, which annually serves 800,000 
meals to our residents, collecting clothing and 
furnishings, and organizing parties for the 
residents. We are truly thankful for everyone’s 
unwavering support.

In addition to churches and synagogues, 
numerous organizations and businesses  
support Chapman Partnership by serving 
meals, sponsoring and organizing parties for 
the residents, collecting household goods and 
clothing, as well as service work days paint-
ing dorms, cleaning the landscape, and much 

more. One of the most active supporters, 
Plymouth Congregational Church, has com-
mitted to supplying new school uniforms and 
undergarments for the children.  

Chapman Partnership is also most fortu-
nate to have a highly engaged and passionate-
ly committed Board of Trustees and Executive 
Committee which provide countless volunteer 
hours each month. I want to express my deep 
appreciation and respect for them, as well as 
to our professional and hardworking staff. 
Their energy is endless.

Terry Buoniconti and Tracy Wilson  
Mourning – our volunteer Gala co-chairs – are  
planning this year’s 12th Annual Gala scheduled 
for Friday, Oct. 18, 2013. Please bring some 
friends, join us and learn more about the many 
opportunities to help our fellow mankind.  
I hope to see you there.

Thanks for the many ways you support 
Chapman Partnership!

With appreciation,

Trish Bell
Chairman of the Board

                                   CHAIRMAN’S LETTER

Alfredo K. Brown retired in April after  
18 years of service to Chapman Partnership. 
While we congratulate him on the next stage of 
his life, we will miss him and his compassion 
for the homeless.

Mr. Brown served as deputy director of 
the North Center in downtown Miami, where 
his bass voice and military bearing regularly 
brought the Head Start children to attention. 
In unison they would say, “Hello, Mr. Brown!”  
then listen for the precise, positive, warm and 
friendly response from a man who cared for 
them like a grandfather.

“Al Brown has helped carry out our  
mission for nearly two decades with selfless 
dedication. His retirement is well earned,” 
Trish Bell, chairman of the board, said.

Before moving to Miami in 1994 to be-
come the North Center’s operations manager,  
Mr. Brown worked in New York City as a  
compliance officer for the U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor. As a retired Army officer  

with 26 years of service, he spent his 
last eight years in the military as the 
18th Airborne Corps Equal Opportunity  
Officer.

Perhaps it was Brown’s military training 
that caused Alvah Chapman, the founding  
chairman, to invite him to join the center staff. 
Mr. Chapman, a World War II veteran, was 
trained at The Citadel, The Military College of 
South Carolina in Charleston. Although from  
different backgrounds, the two shared core 
values and a sense of camaraderie produced 
through teamwork and service to others.

H. Daniel Vincent, a former board member 
who became executive director in 2001 and 
president and CEO this year, worked daily with 
Mr. Brown.

“Al Brown’s voice, speech, eyes and  
manner have a positive effect on many lives,” 
Vincent said. “His encouragement to children, 
adults and families helps many move to the 
next step in reclaiming their lives.”

Mr. Brown retires after 18 years of improving lives of homeless

Alfredo K. Brown
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Volunteer Luncheon: Appreciation of Service

Nearly 300 volunteers attended Chapman 
Partnership’s Annual Volunteer Appreciation 
Luncheon on May 2 at the Coral Gables Coun-
try Club. 

The event honored the commitment and 
hours served by individuals, civic and religious 
groups in our community, whose dedication 
and support sustains Chapman Partnership.

“We honor all 18,000-plus volunteers 
and their tireless commitment to helping 
and empowering the lives of our homeless 
neighbors throughout Miami-Dade County,”  
Chairwoman Trish Bell said.

Each year, Chapman Partnership honors 

its dedicated volunteers. The Miami HEAT re-
ceived the R. Ray Goode Volunteer Recognition 
Award for ongoing commitment to improving 
the South Florida community and by providing  
Chapman Partnership’s North Center with 
its 11th HEAT Learn & Play Center. Volun-
teer of the Year awards went to St. Phillip’s  
Episcopal Church for work at the North 
Center and Ruth Owens Kruse Educational  
Center for work at the South Center. 

Speaking at the luncheon was Jeanne  
Durham, a former resident of the South  
Center, who overcame hardship while car-
ing for her young son. During her time at  

Chapman Partnership, she made the deci-
sion to join the Air Force. The unsuspecting  
Jeanne had the honor of speaking before her  
commanding officer, which left a lasting  
impression on both. 

The Centennial Middle School Band,  
under the leadership of Jeff Gross, provided  
the music. 

If you or your organization is interest-
ed in volunteering and contributing to the 
mission of Chapman Partnership, please  
contact Kenisha Brown-Alexander for the 
North Center at 305-329-3050, or Sharon 
Haxton at the South Center at 305-416-7107.

Success Story

In late 2010, Jeanne Durham and her son 
went to Chapman Partnership’s South Center 
in need of a place to stay. 

Her life had changed dramatically after a 
job layoff. While working full time, Jeanne at-
tended Miami Dade College to earn a degree 
in business management. But with the layoff, 
she lost everything, including her chance at an 
education. Coming from a low-income family, 
Jeanne was out of resources to sustain a live-
lihood for herself and her son. At her lowest 
point, a friend living at Chapman Partnership 
told Jeanne how she could get assistance. 

Once situated at the South Center, Jeanne 
put a plan together to get her life back. With 
the help of her case manager, she obtained 

resources for an apartment and the first three 
months of rent. She received bus passes to 
and from job interviews, as well as to Miami 
Dade College, where she re-enrolled with the 
goal to finish her degree. While working on her 
plan, Jeanne made the courageous decision to 
enlist into the United States Air Force. 

At present, Jeanne and her son are doing 
extremely well. Jeanne maintains an active 
status with the Air Force and attends school, 
all while raising her son. 

“It is because of the wonderful people at 
Chapman Partnership I am a success today. 
On behalf of all the residents, past and pres-
ent, from the bottom of my heart, I want to say 
thank you,” she said.

raffle winner! 
honda accord lx

Beth Davis of Kids for Kids Acad-
emy is the lucky winner of the raffle 
drawing to win a new 2013 Honda Ac-
cord LX sponsored by Brickell Motors   
at the Annual Volunteer Appreciation  
Luncheon.   

Chapman Partnership celebrates its volunteers.

Volunteer Award Luncheon (from left): Kenisha Brown-Alexander of Chapman  
Partnership, Peggy Slott, Sarahi Rodriguez and Patricia Patterson of Ruth Owens Kruse 
Educational Center, Sharon Haxton of Chapman Partnership, John Dickensan of St. 
Phillip’s Episcopal Church, Leon Bichachi of the Miami Heat, and Chapman Partnership’s 
Chairman of the Board Trish Bell and President and CEO H. Daniel Vincent.

Jeanne Durham gets help, back on her feet



nextgen hosted its 3rd Annual Kickball Tournament to  
benefit Chapman Partnership on March 23 at Peacock Park in  
Coconut Grove. The event attracted more than 100 players and raised 
more than $7,500. Sponsors included Arnstein & Lehr LLP, Taylor & 
Mathis, Sprout Loud, DKS Law, Tuckwell International Catering and 
WAKA Kickball.

nextgen is a group of young professionals and community 
ambassadors, ages 25-40 who work to increase awareness,  
revenue and advocacy for Chapman Partnership. Learn more at:  
www.chapmanpartnership.org/nextgen

“Today I Can” charity Mother’s Day Brunch at Jungle Island 
Five mothers from Chapman Partnership North were invited to 

attend Adrienne Bosh’s inaugural “Today I Can” Mother’s Day Brunch 
on May 11 for mothers and expectant moms. They enjoyed an  
afternoon of pampering and encouragement. Successful women in 
the community shared inspirational stories about motherhood. 

Citi sends volunteers to the North Center
More than 75 employees from Citi Miami and their families ar-

rived June 22 at the North Center to paint three family dorms and 
plant flowers for the bank’s Global Community Day. Citi also made a 
$5,000 donation to the project. Citi Global Community Day is a once-
a-year service day for Citibank employees in 95 countries.
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Thanks, nextgen! 
Kickball tournament raises $7,500 

to help the homeless

Help nextgen, the young professionals group of Chapman
 Partnership, collect new and gently used business suits and 

interview clothing for our residents. 

Chapman Partnership provides its residents with interview 
attire when they seek job opportunities. As we all know, the 

first impression you make on a potential employer is the 
most important one, so please help us provide these much

 needed items for our residents.

Donations are accepted at both centers.

Monetary donations can be made online:  
www.chapmanpartnership.org/donate

Questions? Contact Grace Ugalde-Wolpert at 305-329-3081

Learn more about nextgen online at:  
www.chapmanpartnership.org/nextgen

Miami HEAT wives 
helped make Easter 
special 

Aug. 10: nextgen’s Back to School BBQ & School Supply Drive
nextgen will host its 3rd Annual Back to School BBQ and School 

Supply Drive to benefit the families and children who reside at  
Chapman Partnership. This event consists of a bounce house, water 
slide, arts and crafts, candy, food and lots of fun for the kids before 
they go back to school!

Team Successlink

Citi Miami volunteers paint and plant.



Spring cleaning and summer fun
A spring spruce-up came to Chapman Partnership’s South  

Center in the form of an Eagle Scout project by Francisco Villate of 
Troop 443 in Miami. His efforts, aided by 12 Scouts and four lead-
ers, resulted in a butterfly garden for our 92 Head Start children. 
His beautification project also created an outside area for the Family 
Resource Center, including new picnic tables.

Treats for residents
A week later on April 21, the Krispy Kreme Cruiser Unit surprised 

residents with tasty treats after dinner when the unit made its Miami-
Dade County stop.

The moms and dads at the center wore big smiles on Mother’s 
Day and Father’s Day. Our donors treated them on their special 
days with gifts, and women got the glam treatment with manicures,  
eyebrow shaping and make-up applications.

For the children
Over summer break, our 65 children have enjoyed on-site camp 

activities and special summer events. Local churches brought  
Vacation Bible School to the center for the children. Art South 
in Homestead awarded summer scholarships that enabled  
15 Chapman Partnership children to attend its program. 

It’s not summer without ice cream, and the children had their fill 
thanks to Deloitte, which sent out 45 volunteers in June to help paint, 
prepare hurricane bags, sort donations and set up an ice cream bar 
for the children. 

School bells about to ring
Preparations for the new school year are underway with the  

arrival of donations, including new uniforms, book bags and sup-
plies. We are so thankful to the South Dade community for its  
continuous support of our 300 residents – and six dogs – who live 
at our center.
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Forty-five volunteers 
from Deloitte paint walls, 
prepare hurricane bags, 
sort donations and set up 
an ice cream bar for the 
children in June. 

Eagle Scout project creates outdoor space. Krispy Kreme cruiser unit delivers dessert.
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Chapman Partnership provided a sum-
mer camp experience for the children at 
our North and South centers. The lead 
teacher at each center created daily activi-
ties and planned summer field trips for the 
children. In addition, Miami-Dade County  
Public Schools offered tutoring to the chil-

Meetings are scheduled for 8 a.m.  
at 1550 North Miami Avenue  

unless otherwise advised.

August - No Meeting

September 12 - Annual Meeting

October 10

November 14

December 12
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Summer Fun in the Family Resource Center

dren twice a week in the month of June.
We want to thank our summer field 

trip sponsors: Miami Science Museum,  
Miami Marlins, Miami Seaquarium and 
Zoo Miami. Their generosity allowed our 
children to spend “a day in the park.”  
Thank you!

3rd Annual Many Happy Hearts Golf Tournament supports 
the meal service program at Chapman Partnership

The Many Happy Hearts Foundation 
raised $7,200 for Chapman Partnership at 
the 3rd Annual Many Happy Hearts Golf 
Tournament that took place April 12 at the  
Melreese Country Club.

Sponsors for the golf tournament  
included Garcia Lorenzo & Associates, NQ 
Advertising Specialties, Independent Claims 
Adjusters, Inc., Coventry, FECI, All Safe In-
surance, Levya Capital, Humana, Mancebo 
Law Group, Pazos Robaina & Zapata, Barlop 
Business Systems, GDF Simple Pay, Latin 
American Associates of Insurance, Que Belle 
Events, Advanced Insurance and Financial 

Law Office of Fer-
nando Pomares, 
P.A. 

A d d i t i o n -
ally, a raffle took 
place to win an 
iPad, a domino 
table with domi-
noes and an 
a u t o g r a p h e d 
bat by John Jay from the  
St. Louis Cardinals. A hole-in-one contest 
was sponsored by Gus Machado Ford for a 
2013 Mustang.



Thank you to our generous donors. 
MARCH 2013 
Frank & Gabriele Armstrong 
Roe & Penny Stamps
APRIL 2013
Angel and Lizette Diaz 
Bank of America 
Food For All (Publix Supermarkets) 
Jim and Deborah Davidson 
Lourdes Murciano 
Martha Rogers Haas 
Norma Quintero 
Ron Book 
Sherrill and Mary Ann Hudson 
Terry Buoniconti 
Tina Carlo 
Trish and Dan Bell 
Wells Fargo 
MAY 2013
Nancy Hector 
Temple Israel 
Trish and Dan Bell
JUNE 2013
Deloitte 
Florida Blue 
Global Village Charitable Trust  
Korn/Ferry International  
Larry and Susan Kahn 
Pacific National Bank  
The Miami Foundation
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The need for these items continues to grow every day. You may 
donate items or money to purchase them. Drop-offs are accepted at 
Chapman Partnership North, 1550 North Miami Avenue, or Chap-
man Partnership South, 28205 SW 124th Court. For additional in-
formation, please call our Donation Hotline 305-329-3030 or e-mail 
donations@chapmanpartnership.org.
PERSONAL HYGIENE:
Shampoo, bath soap
Toothbrushes, toothpaste
Deodorant, shaving cream
Feminine hygiene items
Diapers (children and adults)
Hair brushes, combs
Baby powder, lotion, baby wipes, 
 formula
GENTLY USED CLOTHING FOR 
MEN, WOMEN, CHILDREN:
Business attire – men and women
Shorts
T-Shirts
Shoes, tennis shoes
Plus-sized women’s clothing 
Maternity clothing
Socks
Infant clothing
Undergarments
HOUSEHOLD ITEMS:
Mattress, box spring, frame
Cribs
Dressers
Kitchen tables w/chairs
Lamps
Sofas
Coffee tables
Night stands
Dishes, glasses 
Pots, pan, silverware
Small household appliances  
 (microwaves, toaster ovens, 
  coffee makers, toasters)

Towels, wash cloths
Sheets, blankets, pillows
KITCHEN NEEDS:
Baked goods (pre-packaged sweet 
 rolls, cookies, cakes, pies or 
 donuts)
Milk, juice, soda
Canned goods (meats, 
 vegetables, soups, fruit)
MISCELLANEOUS NEEDS:
Arts & crafts supplies (glue,  
 construction paper, markers, 
 pens, paper, scissors)
Board games, decks of cards,  
 educational games, balls
Movies, videos (G- and PG-rated,  
 please)
Backpacks, vinyl bags
Computer software games
General school supplies
Books (children and adults)
Suitcases, overnight bags
Baby items (blankets, car seats,  
 bottles, pacifiers, diapers)
Wheel chairs (children and adult)
Walkers (tri and quad)
Canes, crutches
Car seats
Strollers (single and double)
SPECIAL ITEMS:
Special activities for children  
 (parties, event tickets, etc.)
Holiday gifts (children, women, 
men)

Did you know we do not sell any of your donations? Fur-
niture, clothing and other goods coming through our doors go 
directly to residents to help them regain independence and their 
quality of life. Here are some of the most needed items:

• Clothing
• Toiletries
• Household items
Please be reminded that all donations should be in good  

condition and working order. Our goal is to provide our residents 
with quality items.

For larger items, please call our Donation Hotline at  
305-329-3030 to schedule a pick-up. 

Donations also may be dropped off at either of our centers: 
North Center: 1550 North Miami Avenue, Miami, FL 33136
South Center: 28205 SW 124th Court, Homestead, FL 33033

Your donations are priceless

Add a Summer Donation Drive  
to your plans

Chapman Partnership relies 
on donations from individuals, 
organizations and businesses 
to help the men, women and  
children living at our centers. This summer we are conducting three 
donation campaigns to collect much needed items: 

Suit Up Donation Drive: We are accepting new and gently used 
professional attire in all sizes, handbags and accessories for men 
and women for residents to wear to job interviews. 

Flip-flop Drop: Sandals are a major necessity to ensure our resi-
dents’ safety and hygiene. We are accepting new, unused flip-flops 
in all sizes for men, women and children. 

Back to School Drive: We are in need of new uniforms, school 
supplies and backpacks for the 200 school children living at our cen-
ters. All goods are given directly to the children, who are in grades 
pre-kindergarten through 12. To outfit the children, we are accepting 
white, burgundy and hunter green polo shirts and khaki pants in all 
sizes. Other school supplies include backpacks, pencils, pens, lined 
paper, rulers, calculators, erasers, 3-ring binders, markers, index 
cards, color pencils, highlighters and crayons. 

If your office, professional organization, place of worship or 
other association would like to help, a donation drive is an ideal 
way to get involved. If you are interested in hosting a donation 
drive, please contact Grace Ugalde-Wolpert at 305-329-3081 or  
gugalde@chapmanpartnership.org.
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